














On pg. 7 Joe says, "From Mother's point 
of view he [Larry] is not dead and you 
have no right to take his girl." As a father 
figure, Joe not only feels an obligation to 
his wife Kate, but also a family allegiance 
to protect his son Larry. Chris' marriage to
Ann threatens Joe's ideal notion of family, 
so he feels obligated to protect that ideal,
even if it means going along with Kate's
inability to accept that Larry is dead.   

On pg. 8 Joe asserts, "All right, but...but 
don't think like that. Because what the hell 
did I work for? That's only for you, Chris, 
the whole shootin' match is for you." Here
Joe sees the passing along of his company 
to Chris as a fatherly duty. It is Joe's 
fulfillment of his American Dream, which he
hopes his son Chris will embrace. Joe's entire
motivation lies in his commitment to provide for 
his family; in this case, by leaving Chris the 
business.
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