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Ms. Carota

The 5Ps of Reading Non-Fiction Text

Directions: Read the non-fiction text, making sure to carefully read and answer the 5Ps on a separate piece of paper. 

1. Preview the Text:

Determine what type of non-fiction text it is: legal document, article, biography, etc.

2. Purpose for Reading:
What is the subject? (e.g., biography, information on a specific topic, persuade about a specific topic, etc.)

What is the author saying about the subject?

Are there opposing sides established? Does the author attempt to persuade the reader one way or another?
3. Plan How to Organize Your Reading:

Make three “quick conclusions” based on your preview and purpose work above. In other words, what do you think will be the three important pieces from this document?

4. Purposeful Reading:

Annotate (highlight or underline the text – e.g., unknown words that you will look up in a dictionary, important words or phrases connected to your purpose, etc.)

Write down questions that you attempt to answer as you are reading 

Seek out main idea, evidence, and conclusions by paraphrasing each similar paragraph idea, or similar topic in multiple paragraphs

Make connections to background knowledge, social context, or personal experience

5. Pause and Reflect:

Go back to your three “quick conclusions” and determine if they were correct

Re-read and write a short summary of text

